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Divorce procedure flowchart

Joint Application Issued by the Court

Each applicant must acknowledge receipt of the notice of proceedings within 14 days from
the application being issued.

v

20-week period

v

Conditional order

17 application stage —l

One applicant applies for conditional order
solely

This applicant must at the same time send a
copy of the conditional order application to the
other party. (Upon the court’s confirmation of
entitlement to an order, the other applicant
becomes the respondent for the remainder of
proceedings).

Both applicants apply jointly for conditional
order

Conditional order
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Both applicants
give notice jointly
for the conditional
order to be made
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Final order made
on joint application

Conditional order
made on joint
application

v

6-week period

v

Final order stage

\

Only one applicant gives notice for the
conditional order to be made final.

Before doing so, this applicant must give 14
days’ notice to the other party of their intention
to give notice to the court that they wish the
conditional order to be made final. (Note: By
giving the required 14 days’ notice to the other
party this applicant withdraws from the joint
application and becomes the sole applicant; the
other party becomes the respondent and is able
to make an application for the purpose of Section
10(2) of the MCA 1973 where appropriate).
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Final order made
on sole application
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Conditional order
made on a sole
application

v

6-week period

v

Final order stage

The sole applicant
must give notice
for the conditional
order to be made
final
(Note: Respondent
may apply after 3
months if applicant
does not apply)

Final order made
on sole application
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Sole Application Issued by

the Court

Application must
be served on the
v Respondent within
28 days of the
application being
issued by the court

l

Respondent
to complete
and submit the
Acknowledgement
of Service within 14
days

20-week period

\/
Conditional order stage

Sole applicant to apply and any application for
costs must be made by this stage

v

6-week period

v

Final order stage
Sole applicant to apply

Respondent can
apply for the Final
order but only
after 3 months
have passed from
the first day the
applicant could
have applied

\

Final order made
on sole application
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