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Financial proceedings flow chart
Explanations of the legal terms used can be found within our leaflet on legal jargon explained or on our
website www.warners-solicitors.co.uk

Form A filed with court,
this is the application to
start the Court procedure.
Either party to the divorce
can make the application.

The applicant must serve the issued
form A and Notice of First
Appointment on the mortgagee of
any relevant property and the
administrators of any pension scheme
if a pensions order is sought.

The court serves the
non-applying party
with the Notice of
First Appointment.

Court sets the date for the First Appointment (FDA). It also:
� Sets dates for the filing and exchange of Form’s E five weeks before
� Sets a date for the exchange of the other first appointment

documents (below) two weeks before.

File and exchange
Form’s E (5 weeks
before FDA)

Court documents filed and served:
� Concise Statement of issues;
� Chronology;
� Questionnaire;
� Form G, is it possible to use the First

Appointment as a Financial Dispute
Resolution? (FDR)

FDA at Court. Can be combined with FDR
appointment if parties agree and disclosure
advanced.
Court directs:
� which questions should be answered;
� what valuations should be obtained (if any); and
� what other expert evidence should be taken eg

pension report.
Case is listed for FDR if appointment used for FDA
purposes

Prepare for FDR hearing:
� answer questionnaire’s;
� obtain valuation / expert evidence
� file proposals for settlement; and
� file costs estimates again (Form H)

FDR hearing: This is a
without prejudice hearing at
which the Judge will try to
assist a settlement of financial
issues. Statistically many cases
settle here or just after. If not
go to 11

Preparation for final hearing.
If there is no settlement at the FDR, the Judge will give directions and set the case down for a
final hearing.
In advance of the hearing:
� bundles of papers for the Court will have to be prepared and filed;
� Barristers will be briefed and may discuss matters in conference (i.e. at meetings with you);
� open proposals will be filed and served;
� detailed costs estimates will have to be filed (Form H1).

Final hearing. The Court will
listen to evidence, grant orders
in respect of issues e.g. capital
division and maintenance and
give reasons. A decision may
also be made on costs.

Form H
estimate of
costs – filed
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